This 50
th CSChE Conference, 15-18 October in Montreal, marked a half-century of continuing success for one of the proudest traditions of the Canadian Society of Chemical Engineering : providing chemicals engineers with an opportunity to learn about the latest research and technology and to renew acquaintances. This year's Conference also marked the debut of symposia sponsored by the North American Alliance of Chemical Engineers, a new alliance of chemical engineering societies in Canada, Mexico and the United States. The CSChE is dedicated to life-long learning in support of excellence in chemical engineering. This Conference has been an incredible opportunity because it has offered many chances to learn in the short span of three days, in addition to the chance to visit beautiful Montreal. The Conference theme was "Chemical Engineering for the new Millennium". The Conference registered over 1200 participants and hosted this year five symposia: Chemical Reactor Engineering, Pharmaceuticals and Tissue Engineering, Plasma Technology, Applications in the Chemical Process Industries, Process Integration and Rheology.
A symposium on rheology organized by the Canadian Rheology Group and the Groupe Français de Rhéologie This symposium included sessions on fundamental and applied rheology, polymer solutions, polymer blends and composites, emulsions, suspensions, instrumentation and numerical simulations. As we were in Montréal, presentations were given in English and in French.
Rheology Session
M. R. Kamal opened the first session with a keynote lecture on "Rheology and other issues in polymer processing" followed by "Predicting the processability of long-chain branched metallocene polyethylenes "(J. Dealy, P. Wood-Adams & J. Soares) presented by J. Dealy. G. Marin described "l'Utilisation des modèles de dynamique moléculaire pour déterminer la distribution des masses molaires de polymères linéaires à partir de leurs propriétés viscoélas- Multiphase Polymer Systems: Polymer Blends P. J. Carreau, keynote lecturer, reviewed basic concepts, molecular aspects and mechanisms, which control the rheological properties of multiphase polymer systems. Rheometry was shown to be a very powerful tool for characterising polymers, mainly in non-linear viscoelastic domains. This was illustrated using specific examples for blends of immiscible polymers and suspensions of fibres and particles in polymer melts. Coupling effects between rheological properties and morphological changes for immiscible polymer blends and fibre orientation in polymer suspensions during processing were discussed in light of available theories and governing equations. 
